
Display Advertising Opportunities

*  BPA Audited Circulation

All advertisements are subject to RBI standard terms and conditions  
available at: www.reedbusiness.co.uk/adtermsandconditions

All rates are subject to VAT.

Computer Weekly is the perfect environment to position new products and build brands. Reaching nearly 100,000 IT
professionals every week*, each week, Computer Weekly is considered to be the no. 1 most useful publication for UK CIOs.

PUBLICATION INFORMATION:      
Publication date: Tuesday    Booking deadline: Tuesday prior to publication date    Copy deadline: Tuesday prior to publication date
 
For more information on advertising in news section in Computer Weekly, please call  
Christian Drake on +44 (0)20 8652 2049

RUN OF PAPER RATES

 Type of ad Size x1  x10  x20 x40 
 Page H 310mm x W 236mm bleed £7,140  £6,785  £5,995 £5,715
  H 300mm x W 226mm trim
  H 280mm x W 206mm type
 Junior page H 182mm x W 153.5mm £5,370  £5,100  £4,510 £4,295
 Half page horizontal H 135mm x W 206mm £5,290  £5,025  £4,445 £4,235
 Half page vertical H 276mm x W 101mm £5,290  £5,025  £4,445 £4,235
 Quarter page H 135mm x W 101mm £3,120  £2,965  £2,620 £2,495
 10cm horizontal strip H 100mm x W 206mm £3,740  £3,555  £3,140 £2,990
 5cm horizontal strip H 50mm  x W 206mm £2,400  £2,280  £2,020 £1,920
 Vertical single column H 276mm x W 49mm £3,120  £2,965  £2,620 £2,495
 Double page spread H 310mm x W 462mm bleed £11,995  £11,395  £10,075 £9,595
  H 300mm x W 452mm trim
  H 280mm x W 430mm type
 Junior double page spread H 182mm x W 307mm £9,595  £8,155  £7,210 £6,865
 Inside front cover See page £8,465  £8,045  £7,110 £6,775
 Special position Minimum order: 4 consecutive weeks
 Guaranteed position + 10%

ALTERNATIVE ADVERTISING RATES

 Type of ad Size x1  x10 x20 x40 
 Book end position H 101mm x W 49mm £3,120  £2,965  £2,620 £2,495
 (one column corners) 
 Skyscraper surround  H 276mm x W 49mm £5,290   £5,025  £4,445 £4,235 
 position H 49mm x 206mm
 MPU position H 84mm x W 101mm £3,740   £3,555  £3,140 £2,990
 (centre page ad)
 Turn leaf triangle   H92mm x W142mm x 170mm  £3,120  £2,965  £2,620 £2,495  
  (5mm bleed around)
 Goal post position   H 182mm x W 101mm £4,000   £3,764  £3,326 £3,160

community

Time for fair trade offshoring
KARL FLINDERS INSIDE OUTSOURCING

The magistrates’ yearbook for 
Norfolk was accidentally sent 
to a category D prison for print-

ing, potentially exposing information 
about all of Norfolk’s magistrates to 
the prisoners. What shocks me here 
is the response of the Courts Service.

“All hard copies and electronic 
copies of the document at the prison 
have now been destroyed. The 
screening process for documents to 
be printed at the prison workshop 
has been made more secure to ensure 
this does not happen again,” it said.

Has it not occurred to the Courts 
Service that the problem is the exist-
ence of a book of details in the first 
place? And the internet would allow 
authorised users to access only the 
information they require, without ex-
posing every piece of sensitive data? 

TOBY STEVENS DATA TRUST

The case for 
the internet

The practice of outsourcing 
systems development has been 
around for a long time and is 

big business. For many companies, it 
makes sense to concentrate on what 
they actually do and buy in expertise 
from companies that specialise in 
providing IT systems and services.

In recent years, the emergence of 
IT industries in developing countries, 
notably India and China, has seen 
new players enter the outsourcing 
market. Because of lower labour 
costs, Indian providers have a signifi-
cant advantage over their Western 
competitors. To redress the balance, 
many Western IT firms have set up 
systems development operations in 
India. And thus the terms “outsourc-
ing” and “offshoring” have become 
synonymous.

Offshoring has resulted in the loss 
of many British IT jobs. It could be ar-
gued that jobs have also been lost in 
many other sectors, and IT is simply 
seeing the kind of changes that other 

industries have had to cope with over 
the years. After all, business practices 
and technology are changing all the 
time, and everybody needs to survive 
in a competitive world. However, the 
British IT sector is unjustly having to 

compete on uneven terms with the 
competition. 

Indian and other outsourcing 
firms are granted work permits for 
their staff to work in their UK opera-
tions provided that they meet the 
terms of the intra-company transfer 
regulations, as determined by the 
Department for Work and Pensions 
(DWP). 

The regulations are intended to en-
sure that UK workers are not disad-
vantaged by non-EU staff brought in 
to work in the UK, and they require 
that non-EU workers be paid the 
equivalent of their local counterparts 
in terms of salary and allowances. 

However, the DWP definition of al-
lowances includes the cost of accom-
modation in the UK. This has provid-
ed a loophole to exaggerate costs by, 
for example, using multiple occupan-
cy of premises. 

India: lower wages give competitive edge

&OR�MORE�INFORMATION�CONTACT�THE�#/-054%2,).+3�#HECK�0OINT�TEAM�ON�������

�������OR�EMAIL�CHECKPOINT COMPUTERLINKS�CO�UK�

news analysis
OUTSOURCING

BSkyB ruling could push up prices

C
IOs, project leaders and 
board directors could face 
higher costs and find that 
suppliers boycott their 

tenders in the wake of a landmark 
judgment last week in a £700m legal 
dispute between HP/EDS and BSkyB.

The Technology and Construction 
Court found in favour of BSkyB fol-

lowing the company’s five-year battle 
with EDS over a failed CRM system. 
The case is the most expensive legal 
dispute in the history of the IT indus-
try, costing both sides an estimated 
£40m each.

But the judgment, which runs to 460 
pages, is expected to prove the most 
important yet for the IT services sector. 

sales techniques, contractual arrange-
ments and what is presented to cus-
tomers in terms of their capabilities, 
services and products.” 

Clive Seddon, a partner at Pinsent 
Masons, says that, in the wake of the 
legal judgment, the consequences for 
suppliers of getting projects wrong 
are too great for them to take chances. 

They will have to be more careful 
in assessments of risk, more careful 
in what they bid for, and will face in-
creased bidding costs because of 
extra prepatory work, he says.

Rising premiums
Suppliers are likely to face increased 
insurance premiums – assuming that 
they can get cover for liability for 
IT project failures – pushing up bid 
prices. Premiums to cover fraudulent 
misrepresentation may prove pro-
hibitive, says Andrew Dodd, a lawyer 
at Field Fisher Waterhouse.

Extra costs will be reflected in bid 
prices, says Seddon. Some suppliers 
may not bid if they perceive the user 
to be uncertain about what exactly 
they want and likely to keep chang-
ing requirements. As a result, IT buy-
ers may be faced with fewer bidders 
– or no bidders at all.

BSkyB won its five-year legal battle 
against EDS after judge Vivian Ram-
sey accepted BSkyB’s claim that EDS 
had misrepresented its capabilities in 
selling a CRM system, though EDS’s 
new owner HP will seek leave to ap-
peal. 

Damages have yet to be set, but 
BSkyB’s lawyers, Herbert Smith, say 
EDS will have to pay a minimum of 
£200m – several times the cost of the 
original system.

BSkyB was able to show that EDS’s 
main witness, CRM practice head Joe 
Galloway, had lied. EDS dismissed 
Galloway as soon as it discovered 
that he had lied in court. 

Seddon says the judgment will 
cause lawyers to question the con-
tracts between suppliers and users. 

“Misrepresentation undermines 
the contractual deal,” he says. “It 
means the customer can recover an 
amount greatly in excess of the con-
tract value. It undermines the certain-
ty and contracting principles which 
suppliers and customers have as-
sumed for many years.” 

Suppliers may become more risk-averse after EDS loses £700m dispute over failed CRM system, writes Tony Collins

Rob McCallough, a partner in the 
Outsourcing, Technology, Communi-
cations Group at law firm Pinsent 
Masons, says, “It is rare for an IT sup-
plier to be accused of fraudulent mis-
representation. It is even rarer for a 
supplier to be found guilty of it. 

“It is a landmark decision which 
could give rise to suppliers reviewing 

the week in IT

Cyber ShockWave puts US 
network defences to the test
Former US officials and national 
security experts are to get an unprec-
edented view of what it would be 
like for the government to respond to 
a large-scale cyber attack.

Members of the group will take up 
roles such as national security advi-
sor during a simulated cyber attack.

The Cyber ShockWave simulation 
is aimed at highlighting the immedi-
ate, real dangers of cyber-terrorism.
computerweekly.com/240284.htm

Microsoft security patch 
cripples Windows XP PCs
Microsoft’s monthly security updates 
for February have left Windows XP 
users unable to restart their comput-
ers, according to more than 100 peo-
ple on a Microsoft support forum.

Complaints started appearing after 
Microsoft released 13 security up-
dates, but Microsoft forum moderator 
Kevin Hau said only one update was 
causing problems for XP.
computerweekly.com/240284.htm 

Google to build super-fast 
broadband networks
Google plans to build a set of experi-
mental high-speed networks that will 
provide broadband connectivity at 
speeds 100 times faster than current 
US broadband connections.

“Our goal is to experiment with new 
ways to help make internet access bet-
ter and faster for everyone,” said Goog-
le product managers Minnie Ingersoll 
and James Kelly in a blog post.
computerweekly.com/240284.htm

HP workers at the DWP and 
MoD plan further strikes
HP workers at the Department for 
Work and Pensions, the Ministry of 
Defence and General Motors will 
strike for four more days in two 48-
hour stoppages. Up to 1,000 staff, 
who have already been on strike for a 
total of three days, will walk out on 
29-30 March and 6-7 April. 
computerweekly.com/240705.htm

Google addresses privacy 
concerns over Buzz service
Google is to make changes to its Buzz 
social networking service in response 
to concerns about privacy.

Critics have complained that Buzz 
offers too little control over who can 
follow users, there is no way to block 
people who do not have a public pro-
file, and contacts are made public 
without their knowledge.
computerweekly.com/240284.htm

Tories promise to publish all 
government IT contracts
Conservative Party leader David Cam-
eron has announced plans to publish 
government contracts, including per-
formance indicators, break clauses 
and penalty measures, if he wins the 
General Election.

Shadow chancellor George Os-
borne said the commitment to pub-
lish government contracts worth 
more than £25,000 was would “enable 
the public to hold ministers and civil 
servants to account like never before”.
computerweekly.com/240279.htm

Telegraph uses Salesforce to 
build crowd-sourcing app
Telegraph Media Group has collaborat-
ed with Salesforce.com to develop an 
online discussion forum for the forth-
coming General Election. The De-
bate2010 forum is the first crowd-
sourcing site in the UK to report 
national opinion in real-time, the com-
panies said.  
computerweekly.com/240688.htm

Oracle revenue up on back  
of strong software sales
Oracle’s revenue rose 17% to $6.4bn 
for its fiscal third quarter ending Febru-
ary. However, net profit was down 
10% on last year to $1.2bn. 

At $596m, Oracle executives said 
Sun’s hardware sales were better than 
expected. Sales of application software 
 licences increased by 21% to $477m, 
with profit up 13% to $1.7bn. Software 
licence updates and product support 
revenue rose 13% to $3.3bn.
computerweekly.com/240729.htm

Lock-in means government 
misses out on low-cost deals
The government is missing out on 
innovative low-cost IT solutions be-
cause too much of its IT is owned and 
run by a handful of powerful prime 
contractors, a report has claimed.

The report said government IT pro-
curement policy encourages suppliers 
to maintain the status quo rather than 
reduce costs and increase flexibility.
computerweekly.com/240284.htm 

Transport for London appoints 
Ian Campbell as new CIO
Transport for London (TfL) has ap-
pointed former British Energy CIO Ian 
Campbell as its new chief  information 
officer. Campbell led a two-year busi-
ness change programme at British En-
ergy and has also worked for Royal 
Mail and examinations board Cam-
bridge Assessment.  
computerweekly.com/240284.htm 

How salaries of staff with SAP skills 
vary according to version

Version 4.6 Version 4.7 ERP 5.0 ERP 6.0

computerweekly.com/240284.htm

$86,813
$88,000

$90,000

$95,000

Microsoft is still most closely associated with its desktop software (Windows, 
Office etc), but on Thursday CEO Steve Ballmer said Microsoft was “betting 
our company” on the cloud. About 70% of Microsoft employees are working 
on cloud-related projects right now; that figure will reach 90% within a year, he 
said.

Ballmer’s remarks – made during an address at the University of 
Washington – may portend a change in mission for the software giant, which 
for years has talked about a future of software plus web-based services. 
Contrast that with the tagline Microsoft is now using for its cloud efforts: 
“We’re all in.”
computerweekly.com/240284.htm

Microsoft bets future on the cloud
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 Inserts 

 Loose (per 1000) Up to 10gms £104
  per extra gram £1.60
 Bound (per 1000) Up to 10gms £115
  per extra gram £1.60
 CD cover mount  £250
 Outserts  £150
 False front cover  £185
 6 page gatefold (Cover site) £250
 8 page gatefold (Cover site) £300
 Belly band  £250
 Attached belly band  £275 + Space cost
 Barn door  £602
 TIP ON (mechanical feed)  £100 + Space cost
 TIP ON (hand fixed)  £POA

Please note, these are the media costs and do not include production costs. 
Separate quotes for production are available on request

CUSTOMISED SPLITS – inserts can be run for a specified area of our BPA audited circulation

Examples: Company Size split
                  Job Title split
                  Main business activity split
                  Geographical split
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